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Academic Integrity Policy 

OVERVIEW 

This policy is developed by representatives from leadership and staff, including the teacher librarian and specialist teachers.  

 

“Academic integrity is a guiding principle in education and a choice to act in a responsible way whereby others can have trust in us as individuals. 

It is the foundation for ethical decision-making and behaviour in the production of legitimate, authentic and honest scholarly work”, (Academic 

Integrity Policy, IBO, 2019, p3).  

Academic integrity is defined as behaving and working honestly in researching and presenting school work. This includes respecting the ownership 

of the ideas and material of other people, and behaving appropriately when sitting exams or tests. It is a set of values and skills that promote 

personal integrity and good practice in teaching, learning and assessment. Academic integrity is influenced and shaped by a variety of factors 

including peer pressure, culture, parental expectations, role modelling and skill development, (Academic Honesty in DP, IBO, 2014, p2).  

In accordance with the IB Learner Profile we expect all members of our learning community to be principled and act with integrity and honesty, 

with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of others.  

AIM 

Our school mission is to “develop resilient, caring, curious and creative lifelong learners who appreciate diversity, demonstrate global citizenship 

and make a difference through their actions”. This includes explicitly teaching the IB learner profile dispositions and approaches to learning skills 

(communication, research, social, self-management and thinking skills) to support students to acknowledge the sources through referencing or a 

bibliography, so that their work is not plagiarised and to avoid claiming the work of others as their own. 

 

This policy is aligned with the school’s commitment to restorative practices. Academic integrity is therefore approached in a positive way; where 

students learn from their mistakes; and acceptance of responsibility for behaviour and a willingness to make amends is developed. This approach 

stresses the benefits of properly conducted research and a respect for the ideas, expression and work of others.  

Linden Park Primary School commits itself to educating our students about academic integrity, how to be academically honest and ethical; and 

how to take responsibility for the representation of their own and others’ ideas. 

Definitions of academic misconduct: 

• Academic misconduct: 
The IB defines student academic misconduct as deliberate or inadvertent behaviour that has the potential to result in the student 

or anyone else, gaining an unfair advantage in one or more components of assessment. Behaviour that may disadvantage another 

student is also regarded as academic misconduct, (Academic Integrity Policy, IBO, 2019, p3). 

• Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism is the representation of other’s thoughts or work, as the student’s own in order to gain an unfair advantage. This 

includes using others work without citation or sourcing, including the of AI (Artificial Intelligence) tools, (Academic Honesty in DP, 

IBO, 2014 p19). 

• Collusion: 
Allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for assessment by another is called collusion. There are times when students will 

collaborate with other students to complete their work. However, the final work must be independently produced, despite the fact 

it may be based on the same or similar data and/or research as another student, (Academic Honesty in DP, IBO, 2014, p19). 

• Duplication: 
Duplication of work is defined as the presentation of the same work for different assessment components and/or IB requirements, 

(Academic Honesty in DP, IBO, 2014, p19). 

• Cheating: 
Cheating is defined as gaining an unfair advantage, including:  

• falsifying data 

• use of mobile phones to text outsiders, use of the camera facility 

• using a digital device to download information 

• commissioning another person to do the work e.g. having a parent or tutor do assignments/assessments 

• submitting work, which has been submitted by yourself or another student for a previous or different assessment task, or 
for a task at a different school 
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Procedures in place to develop Academic Honesty 

All students and parents complete a ‘Digital Devices and Cyber Safety User Agreement’, (Appendix 1), that provides students and parents with 

clear guidelines that support students in their responsible use of ICT equipment within the learning community. It is sent home, is signed by 

students and parents and is returned to the school.  

Parents and students also are communicated the ‘student use of mobile phones and personal devices policy’, (Appendix 2). This document 

outlines expectations of students in relation to storage and use of mobile phones, cameras, chromebooks, laptops, I-pads and other digital 

devices at school. From year 3, students use of technology increases as they enter Linden Park's Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) program 

where individual chromebooks become part of their day-to-day learning. To support this increase of technology, 'Chromebook User Essential 

Agreements', (Appendix 3) are sent home to foster a conversation between student and parents about acceptable use of Chromebooks. Both 

parties sign the document and return it to school. This document is revisited yearly. 

Academic integrity rights and responsibilities: 

The school should: 

• promote academic integrity 

• develop an academic integrity policy, with scheduled plans for reviews and updates 

• explicitly teach students about academic integrity 

• ensure that teachers, students and parents have a common understanding of academic integrity, including the IB standards and practices 

that encompass creating an ethical culture 

• ensure the academic integrity policy and the principles of academic integrity are communicated to the community 

• ensure students are held accountable when academic misconduct is identified 

Students should: 

• be honest in presenting all of their school work 

• seek inspiration from the ideas of other people and understand that it is acceptable to use the ideas, photos and graphics of others, 
providing they are they acknowledged 

• learn how correctly reference and ethically use information, opinions and artificial intelligence (AI) tools 

• understand that their teachers value their ideas and want them to present their ideas using their own language and voice 

• understand the importance of saying ‘no’ to others who want to copy their work 

• understand that working in groups can be a positive learning experience, and what they present to the teacher should be their own work, 
expressed in their own words 

• understand the benefits of properly conducted research and demonstrate respect for the creative efforts of others 

• be given the opportunity to understand what academic integrity is and how to uphold the school’s academic integrity expectations 

• understand that the goal of academic integrity is to make knowledge, understanding and thinking transparent 

• understand that work produced by AI tools are not their own, and so the software must be credited in the body of the text and 
appropriately references in the bibliography 

Teachers should: 

• model good practice in academic honesty 

• provide clear intentions, guidelines and scaffolds for learning tasks 

• promote the benefits of properly conducted research and respect for the creative efforts of others 

• design learning tasks that develop approaches to learning skills, particularly thinking and research skills such as: use of key words, 
summarizing, paraphrasing, comprehension, application, synthesis, critical use and reflection of ideas and information 

• ensure that all their students understand a task's requirements and provide feedback 

• follow through with appropriate consequences when encountering instances of academic misconduct 

• use anti-plagiarism tools as teaching instruments in raising awareness of academic integrity e.g. Google 

• be explicit about the expectations regarding academic integrity and how to uphold the school’s academic integrity expectations 

• explicitly teach citing and referencing as part of developing approach to learning skills, including the use of the online reference generator 
including attributions for pictures, images; and written page references as required e.g. when quoting from novels and experts 

• share information about appropriate use of electronic devices to support learning at parent information evenings 

• teach students how to use artificial intelligence (AI) tools ethically 
 
Parents should: 

• become familiar with the academic integrity policy 

• support their child’s understanding of academic integrity by discussing and role modelling 

• understand what constitutes academic misconduct and the implications of this 

• actively choose to not give unauthorised assistance in the completion of their child’s work 
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